School Block Scheduling Changes- Information for SAF Chairs/Stakeholders

e Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) is making changes to the school day schedule
that will take effect for the next school year.

e Schools are being required to vote on limited options- all which would eliminate
current block schedules and Study Halls/personalization periods. We have provided
links to the options and supporting materials.

e The rationale provided for these changes is to save 35 million dollars in teacher
pay/compensation.

e Parents, Students and Teachers have expressed concerns about impacts to academic
performance, mental health, social/executive functioning, provision of services to students,
and safety. Students do not have lockers and would have to carry books for all 7 classes.

e We have also heard about the many benefits of block schedules and study
hall/Personalization- ESE Students receive services during these times, students make-up
missed work and exams, students meet with Brace Advisors for college and career
counseling, and complete assignments for advanced courses during this time.

e BTU Stewards and members have exercised their contractual rights per Article 15.K.
The majority voted to keep their current schedules.

e The Advisories were not made aware of any potential changes by the district, but we have
had numerous parents reaching out about emergency SAC meetings and seeking guidance
on the role of the School Advisory Forum (SAF) chair in these discussions/meetings- Below,
we provide information on the operation of School Advisory Councils, compliance with
state law, BCPS governing policies, and voting within that body.

e Middle and High schools with block schedules are being asked to vote on these proposed
changes during their regular School Advisory Council (SAC) meetings or holding emergency
meetings to vote on these changes. If the SAC does not vote, the district will
automatically place the school on a straight 7 period schedule.

e \We encourage you to have these important discussions and lend your voice and perspective
on the topic- Include your middle and High school Students in these meetings/conversations.

e The School Board may be discussing these proposed changes in early December, so
it's important to email Board Members before that date to share your perspective and
ask them to place this item on a board agenda for discussion.



Next Steps

1. Get the word out to all parents about the SAC or SAF meetings- you may email feeder
schools including parents of elementary-aged children as these decisions will have
long-term impacts

2. All persons in attendance at the SAC meeting may speak and give their perspective
during the meeting, you can choose to vote to approve one of the options
provided, to modify an option, or vote against any of the options. As a voting
member, you may also make a motion rejecting all proposals. A person must make
the Motion another person seconds (agrees to hear the motion), everyone discusses it
and then takes a vote. Members must be in good standing in order to vote.

3. Email school Board Members and share your concerns and ask them to place this on
a board agenda: debra.hixon@browardschools.com;
sarah.leonardi@browardschools.com; allen.zeman@browardschools.com;
maura.bulman@browardschools.com; rebecca.thompson@browardschools.com;
lorialhadeff@browardschools.com; jeffholness@browardschools.com;
adam.cervera@browardschools.com; nora.rupert@browardschools.com

4. Attend Board meetings to share your perspective.

5. Review the student-led petition on Change.org:
https://www.change.org/p/preserve-personalization-periods-and-block-scheduling-in-br
oward-schools?source_location=topics _page&pt=AVBIdGlI0aWOUAEREQhOAAAAAaR
tILyoAG8xiZWMxOGUYNQ%3D%3D

Sunshine Law Requirements
FS 100.452 (d) Each school advisory council shall adopt bylaws establishing procedures for:

1. Requiring a quorum to be present before a vote may be taken by the school advisory council. A majority
of the membership of the council constitutes a quorum. (51%)

2. Requiring at least 3 days’ advance notice in writing to all members of the advisory council of any matter
that is scheduled to come before the council for a vote.

3. Scheduling meetings when parents, students, teachers, businesspersons, and members of the
community can attend.

4. Replacing any member who has two unexcused consecutive absences from a school advisory council
meeting that is noticed according to the procedures in the bylaws.

5. Recording minutes of meetings.
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The schedule changes should be on the SAC agenda and should have been advertised to all
parents.

You may review Sign-in Sheets and verify good standing- anyone missing 2 or more SAC
meetings do not count toward quorum and cannot vote;

Policy 1403 https://schoolinfo.browardschools.com/bcpsweb/displaypdf.html?filename=Policy_1403
Policy 1403A https://schoolinfo.browardschools.com/bcpsweb/displaypdf.htmli?filename=Policy_1403A
State Statute on School Advisory Council:

1001.452. htmI

Supporting Documents
https: //drlve google. com/ﬂle/d/lmcthothAkqmRmu9Stmv6Bf2ng8Gucs/V|ew?usp drlve link
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0069112413619406240&rtpof—true&sd true

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Upc)LApN4d7YAut2pZM2P_dOQdOVAYEpZ63JVZSBNWI/edit?usp=driv
e _link
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