
The School Board of Broward County, Florida 

Central Area Advisory Council – General Meeting 

Indian Ridge Middle School 

November 20, 2025 9:45 – 11:45 am 

Minutes  
 

Sign-up to receive emails:  centralareaadvisorycouncil.ch2v.com   

Email:  CAAC.Chair@gmail.com 

Call to order at 9:55 am 

• Welcome and Meeting Etiquette  

• Remember to sign in 

• Please inform Chair prior to recording meeting to allow those that do not want to be recorded to 

move from the view of the camera 

• Questions will be taken at the end of the presentation 

• Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged 

• Membership Explanations: DAC representatives must attend monthly DAC meetings to maintain their seat. 

After 3 absences, the seat is vacated.  

• Motion to Approve October 2025 Minutes by  

 

 

School Spotlight by I-Zone:  

Completed by all zones.  

 

 

Updates:  

T. Nikki Watkins, Legislative Representative   

Update regarding the Phoenix Declaration. All Florida School Districts are required to conform curriculum 

to the Phoenix Declaration. Concerns include politicization of education and chilling of factual content. 

Technical support is supposed to begin in January with full adoption by August of 2026. Long term, all 

students (public, charter, private, parochial, homeschool) will have to pass exams on Phoenix Declaration-

compliant curriculum. No funding is being provided for compliance. Awaiting BCPS memo.  

See attachment to minutes.  

 

Pamela Taylor, CAAC Chair Report  

Food and Nutrition: Please continue to encourage parents to complete meal benefits applications.  

 

Motion by Brooke Bordy, second by Dee Defoe: “Due to the effect of immigration status concerns on the 

completion of Meal Benefits Applications, CAAC recommends that the district not increase the Title 1 

qualification threshold percentage and return to the 50% threshold utilized in previous years.” Unanimously 

approved.  

 

 Magic School Bus – Effort to collect gift cards, Flyer attached.  

   

Dr. Toomer, Superintendent Report 

 Changes to the block schedule are hold at this time.  
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Guest Speaker/Presentation:  

 

Andrea Ciotti on behalf of Saemone Hollingsworth, Chief Student Services Officer  

 -BCPS supports ESE services at eligible non-profit private schools and charter schools  

-Departments: ESE Curriculum, Support/Compliance (gifted, Medicaid 504, Transportation), Specialized 

Instruction, Coordinated Student Health Services (Jillian Mostal – Hazel Health)  

 

Vernicca Wynter – Director of Mental Health 

-Stepping up supports for all students, training for BCPS staff, and family counseling. Tiered approach. 

Municipal Engagement.  

 

Dr. Jodi Washington, Director of School Culture & Student Support 

-School Culture – students learn more and have better attendance when they go to school for more than 

only academics. Professional Learning, PBIS, School-wide Positive Behavior Plans, Prevention Programs, 

Discipline Management, Behavior Intervention Program Assignments.  

-Student Support – Professional Learning, Mentoring Programs, Resolutions and Observances, Pro-Social 

Clubs, Field Trips (college tours), and District Committees (Human Relations Committee and Diversity 

Committee)  

 

Dr. Daniel Shapiro, Director of School Counseling  

 School Counseling  

  -advocate for students  

  -3 domains of school counseling (academics, college & career readiness, personal and social)  

 Recovery Services  

  -Trauma informed care. Wellness Centers (6 in District). Grief support for schools.  

College, Career, & Life Readiness  

 -Xello  

 -Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program  

 -Military  

 -Financial Aid  

 -FAFSA 

Life Skills and Wellness  

 -Inner Explorer  

 -Rethink Ed/Viz 

 -Help is Here  

 

Joanne Labossiere, Student Services Department  

 -District Attendance Office  

 -Foster Care and Prevention Services  

-Homeless Education Assistance Resource Team (HEART)  

-School Social Work Program (Attendance, Mental Health and Crisis Intervention, Psychosocial Evaluations, 

Community Linkage)  
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New Business  

Impact of proposed schedule changes for middle and high school.  

Superintendent announced that there would be no changes to block scheduling at this time prior to the 

meeting following substantial stakeholder feedback.  

   

 

Open Discussion:  

  Student Health Services and the lack of nurses on many campuses:  

 Motion by Midge Royer, seconded by Lila Thrope: 

I move that our school district revise and broaden the requirements for assigning a full-time registered 

nurse to a school. Specifically, schools should be required to have a full-time nurse when the number of 

students with significant medical needs reaches a defined threshold. 

 

Proposed Criteria: 

Medical-Need Threshold: 

A full-time nurse shall be assigned to any school in which a minimum number of students, such as those 

prescribed EpiPens, asthma inhalers, seizure action plans, diabetes care plans, or other documented chronic 

medical conditions, are enrolled. 

For example: If five (5) or more students have EpiPens or other emergency-response medical requirements, 

the school must have a full-time nurse on site. 

  

 Friendly Change: “epi pen” to “any anti-anaphylactic medication”. Accepted. 

 Friendly Amendment to eliminate the number of children with qualifying conditions. Not accepted.  

 Unanimously approved.  

 

Final Motion: I move that our school district revise and broaden the requirements for assigning a full-time 

registered nurse to a school. Specifically, schools should be required to have a full-time nurse when the 

number of students with significant medical needs reaches a defined threshold. 

 

Proposed Criteria: 

Medical-Need Threshold: 

A full-time nurse shall be assigned to any school in which a minimum number of students, such as those 

prescribed EpiPens, asthma inhalers, seizure action plans, diabetes care plans, or other documented chronic 

medical conditions, are enrolled. 

For example: If five (5) or more students have any anti-anaphylactic medication or other emergency-

response medical requirements, the school must have a full-time nurse on site. 
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Announcements:  

Sunshine Law and Ethics Training (10 minutes for returning members; 45 minutes for new members): 

 https://www.browardschools.com/Page/41329 

Volunteer Application 

Get Involved with BCPS / Volunteer Services (browardschools.com) 

 

Dates to Remember: 

- Virtual Drop-In Learning Session for SAF Chairs and all interested parties on December 5, 2025 from 

12pm-1pm 

- District Advisory Council (DAC) General Meeting at 6:15 pm on December 10, 2025 at KCW Building at 6:00 

pm - Website: Browarddistrictadvisory.ch2v.com 

- Central Area Advisory Council Meeting at 9:45 am on December 18, 2025 at Indian Ridge Middle School 

 

 

 

Motion to extend to 12:00 pm by Heather Velazquez, seconded by Dee Defoe  

Adjourned at 11:51 AM.  
 

https://www.browardschools.com/Page/41329
https://www.browardschools.com/volunteer


Phoenix Declaration — What It Means for Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) 
A briefing for parents, students, and staff 
 

A. What it is — Phoenix Declaration (Heritage; 7 principles) 
The Phoenix Declaration is a K-12 policy framework from The Heritage Foundation. It 
outlines seven guiding themes typically summarized as:  

1. parental authority;  
2. transparency of curricula and materials;  
3. academic excellence;  
4. citizenship and civics;  
5. protection of childhood/age-appropriate content;  
6. viewpoint diversity;  
7. and responsible stewardship of resources.  

Florida’s Department of Education cites these principles as a reference point for 
standards, instructional materials, and district policy alignment. 

 

B. What Florida did — Unanimous State Board adoption (11/13/25) 
On November 13, 2025, the Florida State Board of Education voted unanimously to 
adopt the Phoenix Declaration as a guiding framework. State communications 
emphasized “back-to-basics” academics, a stronger civics focus (including lessons on 
totalitarianism/communism), and expanded parental visibility into materials and 
processes. 
 

C. BCPS implications (timelines pending) - District timelines and rubrics are pending; 
watch for DOE memos and BCPS implementation guidance. 

 Instructional materials reviews: Future textbook/course adoptions will likely 
require documentation of alignment to Phoenix principles (e.g., civics/anti-
communism content; transparency). 

 Civics/anti-communism emphasis: Social studies courses may add structured 
primary-source analysis and explicit content on totalitarian regimes/communism. 

 Parent-access processes: Expect clarified procedures to view syllabi/materials, 
and refined concern/opt-out workflows. 

 Professional development: New/expanded professional development to 
support teachers with content shifts and classroom implementation. 

 

D. How to engage (parents, students, staff) 
 Track School Board, SAC (School Advisory Council), and SAF (School Advisory 

Forum) agendas; attend when instructional materials or policy changes are 
discussed. 

 Submit public comment on adoption rubrics and proposed policy updates; 
request a BCPS implementation plan with key dates, committees, and PD 
schedule. 

 Join/observe district materials-adoption committees and provide classroom-level 
feedback. 

 Share evidence-based resources (civics, literacy, ESE/ELL needs) to support all 
learners. 

 

Selected sources 
Florida DOE press release (Nov. 13, 2025) — Florida becomes first state to adopt Phoenix 
Declaration; Heritage Foundation — Phoenix Declaration overview; coverage from WLRN, 
CBS Miami, Tallahassee Democrat, Center for Public Integrity (context, supporters/critics). 



Toy Drive
 sponsored by the 

Student Services Department

Needed Items:
 

Drop-off Location:

Accepting Donations: 
December 1 - 15, 2025

Lauderdale Manors Student Services Center 
School Social Work Program

1400 NW 14th Ct
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 

New Toys (Unwrapped) 
Gift Cards

Personal Care Items

Over the last 12 years, Project Magic School Bus has

delivered toys and essentials to more than 10,000

children. Your gift continues this tradition of bringing joy

and hope during the holidays.

For additional information
please contact:

Ana Sasmiresan, Community Partner
916-622-3544

ana@anasasmiresan.com

Shawn Howell, School Social Worker
954-560-6132 

Shawn.howell@browarschools.com 
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